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1. SCIENCE COUNSELOR MET WITH T.I. LAPIN, CHIEF OF 
THE FOREIGN RELATIONS SECTION, MINISTRY OF THE 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY, AND OLEG N. MOROZOV OF THE USA 
SECTION OF THE STATE COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY ON JANUARY 20, AT THE REQUEST OF THE LATTER, 

TO DISCUSS A VISA PROBLEM IN CONNECTION WITH A FORTHCOMING VISIT 
TO THE U.S. OF A FIVE-MAN TEAM OF SOVIET AUTOMOTIVE 
PRODUCTION SPECIALISTS. 

2. THE SOVIET SPECIALISTS, WHO ARE TO BE LED 

BY I.R. SIDOROVICH, CHIEF OF THE MAIN ADMINISTRATION 
FOR TRUCK PRODUCTION, MINISTRY OF THE AUTOMOTIVE 
INDUSTRY, PLAN TO VISIT G.M. FACILITIES IN CLEVELAND 
AND MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN, CATERPILLAR S PEORIA 
FACILITIES, UNIT RIG AND EQUIPMENT CORPORATION IN 
TULSA AND INTERNATIONAL HARVERSTER IN CHICAGO DURING 
THE PERIOD FEBRUARY 9-21. LAPIN SAID THAT THE GROUP 
HAS BEEN INVITED TO THE U.S. BY GM VICE PRESIDENT 
GAGE, WHO IS ALSO PRESIDENT OF GM OVERSEAS CORPORTATION. 
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3. THE PURPOSE OF THE VISIT WILL BE TO GAIN 
FAMILIARIZATION WITH U.S. HEAVY VEHICLE 
TECHNOLOGY AND MANUFACTURING AND TO CONDUCT PRE- 
LIMINARY DISCUSSIONS ON POSSIBLE COOPERATION BETWEEN 
U.S. FIRMS AND THE MINISTRY OF THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
ON THE PRODUCTION OR REAR AXLES FOR HEAVY TRUCKS. 

LAPIN SAID THAT THE SOVIETS ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING 
OUT SOME KIND OF TECHNICAL AND INFORMATIONAL 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT IN THIS FIELD FOR USE IN 
CARRYING OUT THE USSR'S 1976-1980 FIVE-YEAR PLAN. 

ALTHOUGH THE DISCUSSIONS ARE TO BE PRELIMINARY. 

LAPIN NOTED THAT THE SOVIETS ARE AT THIS MOMENT 
PRIMARILY WEIGHT UP TO 50-70 TONS. THE SOVIETS HAVE 
GREAT NEED FOR EQUIPMENT OF THIS SIZE FOR STRIP 
MINING AND FOR PROJECTS IN THE ARCTIC, ACCORDING TO 
LAPIN. 

4. LAPIN SAID THAT WHAT IS ENVISAGED AT FIRST. IF 

A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT WERE WORKED OUT, WOULD BE AN 
EXCHANGE OF TECHNICAL INFORMATION FOLLOWED PERHAPS 
BY A JOINT PROJECT ON THE MANUFACTURE OF TRUCK PARTS. 

IF THIS WERE TO PROVE SUCCESSFUL, THE USSR WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN BRINGING THE U.S. FIRM OR FIMRS IN- 
VOLVED INTO A HUGE PROJECT FOR THE CONSUTRCTION OF 
A HEAVY TRUCK PRODUCTION COMPLEX "LARGER THAN THE 
KAMA PROJECT" DURING THE 1980-1985 PERIOD. 

5. COMMENT: EMBOFFS HAVE NOT SEEN GM REPS FOR LAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS, BUT DURING LAST SESSION (REF B) 

THEY INDICATED THAT COMPANY LUKEWARM TO SIGNING ANY 
KIND OF S&T COOPERATION AGREEMENT WITH SOVIETS. 

AN INVITATION NOW FROM GM WOULD APPEAR TO INDICATE 
EITHER AN ABOUT-FACE ON PART OF COMPANY, OR LESE 
REASONABLY FIRM COMMITMENT BY SOVIETS TO NEGOTIATE 
AND CONCLUDE MAJOR CONTRACT FOR PURCHASE OF HEAVY- 
DUTY, OFF-HIGHWAY TRUCKS AND/OR COMPONENTS. (GM 
HAS BEEN RELUCTANT TO LICENSE SUCH TECHNOLOGY TO 
SOVIETS, PREFERRING DIRECT COMMODITY SALES.) 

6. REGARDING NEW TRUCK PLANT (PRESUMABLY THE 
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KRASNOYARSK PROJECT), EMBASSY NOTES LAPIN STATEMENT 
THAT PROJECT NOW SCHEDULED FOR 1980-1985 PERIOD. 

THIS WOULD APPREAR TO CONFIRM PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT 

THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN POSTPONED IT HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY SLATED 

FOR TENTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN (1975-1980). GM IS KNOWN TO 

HAVE MIXED FEELINGS ON PARTICIPATION IN NEW TRUCK PLANT AS WELL (SEE 
PARA 3, REF A). ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING ANY INFOMATION DEPARTMENT OR COMMERCE/BEWT COULD 
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PROVIDE REGARDING CURRENT STATE OF PLAY BETWEEN GM AND SOVIET 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY. 

MATLOCK 
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